NORTHEAST OREGON SMOKE INTRUSION REPORT

Date of Intrusion
10/13/2002
Area Impacted
La Grande

Time Impact Began
0600
Number of hours of impact
3

Were impacts:
measured on nephelometer
Yes


visually observed
Yes


reported by public
Yes


other (describe)
N/A

Duration of impact:
3
hours.

Minimum reported visibility
10+
miles (if available)

Maximum nephelometer value of 
1.32
occurred at 
0700
a.m.

Average nephelometer values:

for the three hours before the impact began
.62

for the three hours after the impact ended
.46

DESCRIPTION OF BURN(S)

Smoke Management
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COMMENTS:  (Were the forecasts/instructions adequate?  Any suggestions to avoid a reoccurrence?  Other burning occurring?  Other?)

Forecasters instructions were good based on 10/09/2002 and 10/10/2002 best available weather info, Easterly flow which would push smoke from this burn away from La Grande.  However on 10/12 smoke dispersion conditions changed and at the same time large pockets within the unit continued to burnout until 10/14 -  By 10/15 smoke entering the valley was not from this unit – Reference following pages of photos taken from different locations near Texas Heat Burn in the afternoon of 10/15/2002.  La Gradne District did not initiate any new burns after 10/10/2002.  Suggestions to avoid future intrusions are to continue to evaluate size of burn area, prescription conditions, and time of day burning is done.  There is also a need for more tri-forest coordination and communication prior to and during burning periods, including aerial recon flights when these unusually dry (single digit RH readings) conditions occur and multiple burns occurring.  The other issue that needs to be addressed is the fact this particular unit inadvertently did not get registered in FASTRACS this year . To address this we sponsored a one day FASTRACS seminar to better train users in FASTRACS (Nancy Wilson was the instructor).  We will continue to work with new users and frequently monitor SMS data input.  





Report prepared by:
Trish Wallace
Date:
10/25/30

Forest or District:
Wallowa-Whitman NF, La Grande RD
Phone:
541-962-8553

Please notify ODF Smoke Management of smoke impact or likely impact ASAP.  Phone the report to (503) 945-7401.

Mail this written report to:
Smoke Management


Oregon Department of Forestry


2600 State Street


Salem, Oregon   97310

FOR ODF USE:  INTRUSION NO. NEO
     

NORTHEAST OREGON SMOKE INTRUSION REPORT

Date of Intrusion
10/14/2002
Area Impacted
La Grande

Time Impact Began
0400
Number of hours of impact
10

Were impacts:
measured on nephelometer
Yes


visually observed
Yes


reported by public
Yes


other (describe)
N/A

Duration of impact:
10
hours.

Minimum reported visibility
10+
miles (if available)

Maximum nephelometer value of 
2.70
occurred at 
0700
a.m.

Average nephelometer values:

for the three hours before the impact began
.79

for the three hours after the impact ended
.53

DESCRIPTION OF BURN(S)

Smoke Management

Number

Acres

Tons
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Legal

Description

Ignition Date/Time
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COMMENTS:  (Were the forecasts/instructions adequate?  Any suggestions to avoid a reoccurrence?  Other burning occurring?  Other?)

Reference Intrusion report for 10/13/2002.  Known burning occurring on this date includes 2 field burns;  one at 1:00 p.m. and the other at 4:30 p.m.  There was observed pile burning occurring near Hilgard, smoke coming from North/northwest into the north end of valley near Mt Emily, and smoke coming in the east end of the valley near Union.    





Report prepared by:
Trish Wallace
Date:
10/25/30

Forest or District:
Wallowa-Whitman NF, La Grande RD
Phone:
541-962-8553

Please notify ODF Smoke Management of smoke impact or likely impact ASAP.  Phone the report to (503) 945-7401.

Mail this written report to:
Smoke Management


Oregon Department of Forestry


2600 State Street


Salem, Oregon   97310

FOR ODF USE:  INTRUSION NO. NEO
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PHOTO 1 – T4S, R35E, Sec 29 SW/SW (Coon Springs).  This photo is looking West, slightly NW into The Texas Heat Burn unit.
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Photo 2 – This photo was taken at the south end of unit looking West, Northwest.  T4S, R35E, Sec 31 SW/SW.  Off 070 Road near 076 Road Junction. 
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Photo 3 – This photo was taken from HW 244 Looking Northeast towards Grande Ronde Valley.  Texas Heat burn unit is located 3 miles due south of where this photo was taken.
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Photo 4 – This photo was taken at the junction of the 5160 and 21 roads, T4S, R34E, Sec 27 SE/SE, Looking due south down 5160 road.  The smoke column is originating approximately 15 West/Southwest of Texas Heat Burn.  
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