Smoke in Florence – October 26, 2008:
On October 26, 2008 a significant rise in the nephelometer readings at Florence occurred (see data on page 2).  No forestland burning was planned or reported for that day.  
Link Smith Comments: A significant amount of smoke hit Florence on Sunday, October 26th between about 2 - 5 PM.  Anything above about a 2 on the Nephalometer is considered not good, and the Neph at our Florence office hit over a 9.  Way bad.  We sent an engine down to investigate around 5 PM that afternoon, but the smoke had already dissipated and we didn't locate anything.
 

Subsequent investigation today found that a landowner up the North Fork of the Siuslaw, 2-3 miles east and north of town, did an agricultural burn of a 20 acre grass field that caused the smoke.  We are working on how and who has any jurisdiction over that.
 

The reason I'm writing this is that there has already been a news story on last nights TV that somewhat implicates forestry and slash burning and they stated they were unable to get any information from ODF at the time.  I have since contacted the station, LRAPA and our smoke folks in Salem to let them know the cause.
 

One positive is that LRAPA was quick to say that the rapid rise of the numbers on the neph were not typical of a slash burn.  They said right from the get go that they didn't think it was one of our burns and suspected a grass fire somewhere.  Nice to know they weren't looking to hit us with it.
Jim Little Comments: According to Link Smith the smoke was tracked to an agricultural burn of approximately 20 acres at 18S 11W Sec 19.  Media initially attributed the smoke to forestry burning.  Florence neph readings peaked above 9 bscat about 4pm on the 26th.

	Date&Time
	Florence Dept. of Forestry - Nephelometer (bscat)

	10/27/2008 9:00:00 AM
	 

	10/27/2008 8:00:00 AM
	0.51

	10/27/2008 7:00:00 AM
	0.54

	10/27/2008 6:00:00 AM
	0.55

	10/27/2008 5:00:00 AM
	0.66

	10/27/2008 4:00:00 AM
	0.47

	10/27/2008 3:00:00 AM
	0.47

	10/27/2008 2:00:00 AM
	0.47

	10/27/2008 1:00:00 AM
	0.47

	10/27/2008 12:00:00 AM
	0.48

	10/26/2008 11:00:00 PM
	0.49

	10/26/2008 10:00:00 PM
	0.5

	10/26/2008 9:00:00 PM
	0.52

	10/26/2008 8:00:00 PM
	0.54

	10/26/2008 7:00:00 PM
	0.54

	10/26/2008 6:00:00 PM
	0.53

	10/26/2008 5:00:00 PM
	0.58

	10/26/2008 4:00:00 PM
	0.58

	10/26/2008 3:00:00 PM
	2.91

	10/26/2008 2:00:00 PM
	9.72

	10/26/2008 1:00:00 PM
	3.73

	10/26/2008 12:00:00 PM
	0.44

	10/26/2008 11:00:00 AM
	0.44

	10/26/2008 10:00:00 AM
	0.44

	10/26/2008 9:00:00 AM
	0.45

	10/26/2008 8:00:00 AM
	0.46

	10/26/2008 7:00:00 AM
	0.47

	10/26/2008 6:00:00 AM
	0.46


Weather Observations:

Dunes RAWS:

	Time(PDT)
	Temperature
	Dew
	Wet Bulb
	Relative
	Wind
	Wind
	Wind
	Quality
	Solar
	Precipitation
	Fuel
	10 hr Fuel
	Battery

	
	
	Point
	Temperature
	Humidity
	Speed
	Gust
	Direction
	check
	Radiation
	accumulated
	Temperature
	Moisture
	voltage

	
	° F
	° F
	° F
	%
	 mph
	 mph
	
	
	 W/m*m
	 in
	° F
	 gm
	 volt

	23:04
	54.0
	44.1
	48.8
	69
	0
	5
	ESE
	OK
	0.0
	5.72
	50.0
	14
	12.60

	22:04
	53.0
	47.0
	49.8
	80
	1
	6
	ENE
	OK
	0.0
	5.72
	51.0
	14
	12.70

	21:04
	53.0
	47.0
	49.8
	80
	0
	5
	ESE
	OK
	0.0
	5.72
	50.0
	14
	12.70

	20:04
	61.0
	47.5
	53.4
	61
	0
	5
	ENE
	OK
	0.0
	5.72
	55.0
	14
	12.70

	19:04
	65.0
	47.9
	55.3
	54
	1
	6
	E
	OK
	1.0
	5.72
	60.0
	13
	12.80

	18:04
	70.0
	48.8
	57.7
	47
	0
	10
	E
	OK
	73.0
	5.72
	67.0
	13
	12.80

	17:04
	75.0
	49.0
	59.7
	40
	4
	11
	ENE
	OK
	231.0
	5.72
	74.0
	13
	13.80

	16:04
	76.0
	48.5
	59.8
	38
	5
	12
	NE
	OK
	354.0
	5.72
	75.0
	14
	13.80

	15:04
	76.0
	48.5
	59.8
	38
	5
	14
	ENE
	OK
	519.0
	5.72
	75.0
	14
	13.80

	14:04
	74.0
	48.1
	58.9
	40
	5
	13
	ENE
	OK
	588.0
	5.72
	74.0
	14
	13.80

	13:04
	72.0
	47.6
	57.9
	42
	6
	12
	ENE
	OK
	599.0
	5.72
	74.0
	14
	13.80

	12:04
	70.0
	47.1
	56.9
	44
	4
	10
	ENE
	OK
	549.0
	5.72
	72.0
	15
	13.80



Florence:

	Time(PDT)
	Temperature
	Dew
	Wet Bulb
	Relative
	Wind
	Wind
	Wind
	Quality
	Pressure
	Sea Level
	Altimeter
	1500 m
	Precipitation

	
	
	Point
	Temperature
	Humidity
	Speed
	Gust
	Direction
	check
	
	Pressure
	
	Pressure
	24hr

	
	° F
	° F
	° F
	%
	 mph
	 mph
	
	
	 in
	 in
	 in
	in
	 in

	23:48
	51.0
	47.9
	49.4
	89
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.02
	30.07
	30.07
	25.09
	0.00

	23:33
	51.0
	47.9
	49.4
	89
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00

	23:18
	52.0
	48.6
	50.2
	88
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00

	23:03
	52.0
	48.6
	50.2
	88
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00

	22:48
	52.0
	48.6
	50.2
	88
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00

	22:33
	52.0
	48.6
	50.2
	88
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00

	22:18
	53.0
	49.6
	51.1
	88
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00

	22:03
	53.0
	49.3
	51.0
	87
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.05
	25.08
	0.00

	21:48
	53.0
	49.3
	51.0
	87
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.08
	0.00

	21:33
	53.0
	48.9
	50.8
	86
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.08
	0.00

	21:18
	54.0
	49.6
	51.6
	85
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.08
	0.00

	21:03
	54.0
	49.3
	51.4
	84
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.08
	0.00

	20:48
	55.0
	50.0
	52.2
	83
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.08
	0.00

	20:33
	56.0
	49.6
	52.5
	79
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.07
	0.00

	20:18
	56.0
	49.3
	52.3
	78
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.07
	0.00

	20:03
	57.0
	49.9
	53.0
	77
	0
	0
	
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.07
	0.00

	19:48
	58.0
	50.5
	53.8
	76
	0
	0
	
	OK
	29.99
	30.04
	30.04
	25.07
	0.00

	19:33
	59.0
	51.1
	54.5
	75
	0
	0
	
	OK
	29.99
	30.04
	30.04
	25.07
	0.00

	19:18
	60.0
	51.7
	55.2
	74
	0
	0
	
	OK
	29.99
	30.03
	30.04
	25.06
	0.00

	19:03
	61.0
	51.5
	55.5
	71
	0
	0
	
	OK
	29.98
	30.03
	30.03
	25.06
	0.00

	18:48
	63.0
	52.7
	56.9
	69
	0
	1
	SW
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	18:33
	65.0
	52.5
	57.6
	64
	0
	1
	SW
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	18:18
	68.0
	52.7
	58.8
	58
	0
	0
	
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	18:03
	69.0
	51.7
	58.7
	54
	0
	1
	E
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	17:48
	70.0
	50.0
	58.3
	49
	0
	3
	NE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	17:33
	72.0
	50.7
	59.3
	47
	1
	3
	ENE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	17:18
	73.0
	51.0
	59.9
	46
	0
	5
	ENE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	17:03
	73.0
	49.2
	59.0
	43
	2
	5
	E
	OK
	29.96
	30.01
	30.01
	25.05
	0.00

	16:48
	74.0
	49.5
	59.5
	42
	1
	6
	ESE
	OK
	29.96
	30.01
	30.01
	25.05
	0.00

	16:33
	75.0
	49.7
	60.0
	41
	1
	5
	NE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	16:18
	75.0
	50.4
	60.3
	42
	1
	5
	NE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	16:03
	75.0
	49.7
	60.0
	41
	2
	7
	ENE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	15:48
	75.0
	49.7
	60.0
	41
	2
	8
	E
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	15:33
	75.0
	49.0
	59.7
	40
	3
	10
	ENE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	15:18
	74.0
	48.8
	59.2
	41
	2
	8
	SE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	15:03
	74.0
	48.8
	59.2
	41
	2
	6
	E
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	14:48
	74.0
	49.5
	59.5
	42
	3
	7
	ENE
	OK
	29.97
	30.02
	30.02
	25.05
	0.00

	14:33
	73.0
	48.6
	58.7
	42
	2
	7
	NE
	OK
	29.98
	30.02
	30.03
	25.06
	0.00

	14:18
	73.0
	47.9
	58.5
	41
	5
	8
	ENE
	OK
	29.98
	30.03
	30.03
	25.06
	0.00

	14:03
	72.0
	48.3
	58.2
	43
	5
	10
	NNE
	OK
	29.99
	30.03
	30.04
	25.06
	0.00

	13:48
	71.0
	47.4
	57.5
	43
	4
	9
	E
	OK
	29.99
	30.03
	30.04
	25.06
	0.00

	13:33
	71.0
	47.4
	57.5
	43
	4
	10
	ENE
	OK
	29.99
	30.04
	30.04
	25.07
	0.00

	13:18
	70.0
	47.1
	56.9
	44
	3
	11
	NE
	OK
	29.99
	30.04
	30.04
	25.07
	0.00

	13:03
	70.0
	47.1
	56.9
	44
	3
	11
	E
	OK
	29.99
	30.04
	30.04
	25.07
	0.00

	12:48
	69.0
	46.8
	56.4
	45
	5
	10
	E
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.07
	0.00

	12:33
	68.0
	45.9
	55.6
	45
	5
	11
	N
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.08
	0.00

	12:18
	67.0
	45.0
	54.8
	45
	4
	11
	ENE
	OK
	30.00
	30.05
	30.05
	25.08
	0.00

	12:03
	67.0
	45.5
	55.1
	46
	3
	8
	ENE
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.08
	0.00

	11:48
	66.0
	45.2
	54.5
	47
	4
	10
	ENE
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00

	11:33
	65.0
	44.8
	53.9
	48
	4
	11
	ESE
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00

	11:18
	64.0
	45.0
	53.6
	50
	2
	11
	NNE
	OK
	30.01
	30.06
	30.06
	25.09
	0.00


Here is a photo taken this morning of part of the field burning that took place yesterday up the North Fork that hit Florence so hard.  So what do we do next with this guy???  Evidently, he's hit Florence hard before.....
Link Smith
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